






Te Anau Glowworm Caves lost in legend

The meaning of Te Ana-au intrigued local explorer Lawson 

Burrows, leading him on a quest for the lost caves and 

underground stream. For three years he searched 300 miles 

of lakeshore without success. Then, in 1948, he discovered a 

stream emerging from under a rock buttress. Once underwater 

he pushed himself through the entrance and surfaced into a 

cavern of glowworms.

Burrows later said: ’It was a fantastic sight… it looked like  

a page out of a space fiction book; a weird place but not at  

all frightening.’

In Maori legend, Lake Te Anau was created by the deception of 

an unfaithful wife. Te Horo, a Maori chief, discovered a sacred 

spring in the area. Recognising its significance he told his wife 

of his discovery but swore her to secrecy. However, when Te 

Horo departed on a journey, his wife took her lover to the 

spring. The instant his face was reflected in its waters, a torrent 

burst forth, drowning the village and forming Lake Te Anau.

Until recently, the Te Anau Glowworm Caves were lost in 

legend. Their presence was hinted at only by the ancient Maori 

name for the area – ‘Te Ana-au’ – which means ‘caves with a 

current of swirling water.’
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Lawson Burrows (1910 –1994)
Local explorer who rediscovered the Te Ana-au Caves in 1948

Looking at multiple excursions? Save $$ when you buy two different excursions at the same time

Lawson Burrows at caves entrance – 1948



Queenstown: 
Steamer Wharf
Freephone 0800 65 65 03
Phone 03 442 7500

www.realjourneys.co.nz

Booking Conditions: Bookings are recommended and pre-payment is required 
to confirm a booking. If cancelling, or amending a retail booking, a refund will only 
be granted when Real Journeys receives notification 24 hours prior to departure. 
Real Journeys reserves the right to amend timetables, cancel departures, substitute 
plant or equipment and alter ticket prices at any time.

For all enquiries and reservations Contact a Real Journeys Visitor Centre
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Te Anau: 
Lakefront Drive
Freephone 0800 65 65 01
Phone 03 249 7416

Manapouri: 
Pearl Harbour
Freephone 0800 65 65 02
Phone 03 249 6602
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20%
 Buy 2 or more different  

excursions and Save 20%  

off all lower priced!

Conditions apply
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